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Personal introduction

This is a great honor and pleasure to be with you today to discuss a topic that has been our common project since many years now. We are proud to have started this conversation with our partners, many of whom are sitting on the panel. 

As we have witnessed this year, tragically, attacks by violent extremists in many regions of the world threaten persons from all religions. These do not only endanger their lives, but also jeopardise freedom of religion and belief, and intimidate those who practice religion. 

In the Middle East, conflicts have left a trace not only on the lands but in the hearts and minds: minorities still struggle to survive and return to their homes. If their communities remain scattered, their identities questioned and faith rejected, it means that the terrorists have reached their goal: wiping out whole cultures from whole regions and making them vanish forever.

We cannot let this happen. We have to ensure that communities are able to rebuild their lives where their holy places lie, and thus defy hatred and persecution. 

Helping Christians is an important example of these efforts. Just the same way as Yazidis, Christians of the Middle East are often caught in between two fires: they do not belong to any of the majority religions and thus are overlooked and often sacrificed in violent extremism and the struggle for strategic advantages. 

I still remember the words of Father Salar Kajo, pastor of Teleskof, Nineveh, speaking at a panel organised here at the UN by the Holy See: he described how, two weeks after having resettled in their hometown, they were told to leave again, because their small Christian village was chosen by conflicting parties to become the frontline of their fights the next day. Father Kajo said, they would not leave – whatever happens, they will never leave their holy land and homes again. They would rather stay and face the unavoidable. And miracle happened: the conflicting parties renounced of their fight.

We have to make more of these miracles happen. Teleskof was rebuild with the support of the Hungarian Government, and all of us have ideas to contribute to such efforts. And this panel will be about these ideas, results and plans.

The Hungarian Government is firmly committed to ensuring the full enjoyment of the rights of minorities, including national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, and promoting freedom of religion and belief, which are essential for international peace and security.

Hungary’s commitments

Hungary is deeply concerned about the persecution of religious minorities in the context of armed conflict and terrorism, with special regard to Christians suffering attacks, displacement and discrimination in many parts of the world. 
We have heard the voices of those in need, and have been close contact with concerned communities, including on the highest levels. Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has met church leaders from the Middle East and Africa nearly every month since as early as 2016. As a response to their testimonies and concerns, the Hungarian Parliament passed the same year an all-party resolution on condemning the persecution of Christians as genocide in the Middle East and Africa, and the Government established a separate State Secretariat for the Aid of Persecuted Christians and the Hungary Helps Program.

The Government, in the framework of the Hungary Helps program, provides rapid and effective humanitarian and development assistance to survivors of humanitarian catastrophes and to persecuted Christians around the world, thereby enabling displaced persons to return and thrive in their homeland, as well as the reconstruction of their homes, schools, hospitals and places of worship.

In the past three years, Hungary supported persecuted Christian communities by more than 35 million USD, and provided scholarships for Christian students in the amount of more than an additional 5 million USD, focusing primarily on the Middle East and the Sub-Saharan region (Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Nigeria, Ethiopia and the Congo). Assistance is provided directly to Churches and communities, thus ensuring that 100% of the relief reaches the communities in need. So far our humanitarian efforts have helped  70 000 internally displaced people and refugees to return to their ancestral homes, or to not leave it in the first place. We recommend this model to UN partners and international aid organizations as well.
We strive to share experience and build an international network to cooperate in protecting and supporting these communities. Hungary has already announced joint projects with United States, Poland, and the Holy See through the AVSI papal foundation and is committed to collaborating with likeminded countries such as Italy and the United Kingdom on common projects. In this spirit, Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Peter Szijjártó participated at the 2nd International Conference on Religious Affairs organized by the State Department on 17-18 July.
Past and upcoming events

Hungary, in partnership with Brazil, organized a high-level side event on the margins of this year’s High-Level Week of the UN General Assembly, with the participation of high-level representatives from all regions of the world (H.E. Mr. Ernesto Araújo, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil (co-host); His Eminence Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State of the Holy See; H.E. Mr. Teodoro Lopez Locsin, Jr., Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines; H.E. Mr. Robert Destro, Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, United States; Lord Tariq Ahmad of Wimbledon, Minister of State, Minister for the Commonwealth, the UN and South Asia, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, United Kingdom; H.E. Mr. Eamon Gilmore, EU Special Representative for Human Rights; H.E. Mr. Ghady El Khoury, Ambassador, Director of Political and Consular Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants of Lebanon), as well as civil society, such as „Save the Persecuted Christians”. This event clearly indicated the emerging consensus over the urgency of stepping up our efforts to protect Christian communities.

And finally, I would like to draw your attention to the upcoming “2nd International Conference on Christian Persecution”, taking place on 26-28 November in Budapest, with over 600 invited guests, including leaders of Middle Eastern, African, Asian and European churches, politicians and representatives of Hungarian and international organizations. The Conference will be addressed by a number of members of government, including Prime Minister Viktor Orbán.

Thank you for your attention.
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